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PRESS RELEASE


2011 EVANSTON ENVIRONMENTAL ASSOCIATION ANNUAL MEETING 








 November 28, 2011





Evanston, Illinois – On Sunday, December 4th, the Evanston Environmental Association (EEA) concludes its 38th year as Evanston’s oldest environmental organization with its 2011 Annual Membership Meeting.  The keynote speaker at this year’s Meeting, which will be held at the Ecology Center, is one of Evanston’s most respected community leaders.  Sara Schastok, President and CEO of the Evanston Community Foundation, will give the keynote presentation, titled “Evanston’s Future:  How Viable? How Sustainable?”





Awards for outstanding environmental service and volunteerism will also be presented at the Meeting.  Linda Lutz, former Director of the Ecology Center and past President of the EEA, will receive the 2011 Charlotte Omohundro Environmental Service Award.  One of the City of Evanston’s official Committees, the Ladd Arboretum Committee, will receive the 2011 Ecology Center Volunteer of the Year Award.  And the 2011 Ecology Center Critter Crew Award will go to Oliver Vickman for “his tireless care of the wide assortment of ‘critters’ currently housed at the Ecology Center,” according to Ecology Center Program Manager Clare Alden.





Keynote speaker Sara Schastok has led the Evanston Community Foundation since 2001.  She came to the Foundation after years in academia, and institutional advancement and fund development with Northwestern University, The Rotary Foundation, and the University of Chicago.  Under Ms. Shastok’s leadership the Community Foundation has grown in countless ways.  Its annual budget has gone from $130,000 in 2000 to nearly $1.3million today.  It has become a powerful and positive force, forging partnerships with other non-profits and community groups.  Its endowments have grown from $3million to $14million, and it’s providing more grants to Evanston non-profits than ever before.





Fred Schneider, President of the EEA Board, is delighted that Ms. Schastok is this year’s keynote speaker.  “Sara Schastok’s impact on Evanston is easily measured.  For the past decade she’s steered the Community Foundation through years of sustained and rapid growth.  The Foundation’s accomplishments during these years signaled its growth from a small community grant-making organization into one that helps Evanston thrive now and into the future.  There is no one more in tune with the current state of our city or prepared for its future.  We’re delighted that Sara will speak about Evanston’s future viability and sustainability at this year’s Annual Meeting.”





As Director of the Ecology Center for more than 20 years, Linda Lutz was a central part of Evanston’s environmental community.   She continued to help shape Evanston’s environmental focus as President of the EEA Board from 2007 to 2011.  Her leadership and commitment to understanding and protecting the natural environment have helped inform a respect for and responsibility to the natural world among countless children and adults.   According to EEA Board Vice-President Rick Nelson, “Linda Lutz is what environmental service is all about.  It’s a pleasure for us to select Linda to be the recipient of the 2011 Charlotte Omohundro Environmental Service Award.”





According to the Ecology Center’s Clare Alden, the Ladd Arboretum Committee is invaluable: “The ongoing, hands-on support provided by members of the Ladd Arboretum Committee is central to our role as an educational resource for Evanston.  The volunteer efforts of the Committee help to maintain the quality, beauty, and viability of the Arboretum, which is an educational laboratory for numerous Ecology Center programs.  They deserve the Volunteer of the Year Award every year.  We’re humbled by their continual support and effort.”





The 2011 EEA Annual Meeting takes place between 3:00PM and 4:00PM on Sunday, December 4th, at the Evanston Ecology Center, located at 2024 McCormick Boulevard.  A reception featuring entertainment, hor d’oeuvres and beverages for all, follows the Meeting.





Additional information is available at the EEA website – � HYPERLINK "http://www.evanstongreenfest.org" �www.evanstongreenfest.org� or by calling the Ecology Center at 847-448-8256.





Contact Resource:


Clare Alden/Beth Cullen: Evanston Ecology Center, 2024 McCormick Boulevard, Evanston, IL  60201   PH: 847-448-8256; or Fred Schneider, PH: 847-840-7579.
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