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Evanston, Illinois – The Evanston Environmental Association (EEA) and the Chicago-based non-profit organization CNT Energy are partnering for consumers and the environment.  Their goal is to enroll as many Evanston residents as possible by May 31 in an innovative customer-oriented program called Residential Real Time Pricing (RRTP) offered by ComEd.
“RRTP is a program that has saved participants an average of $185 on their electricity bills in 2009 and it helps the environment at the same time because it rewards consumers for using less peak energy” according to CNT Energy’s David Haeg.

Evanstonian Joel Freeman finds the program to be effective and easy.  “After 35 months on (RRTP) we have cumulatively saved over $300.  This amount represents a 14% savings.”  He went on to say that “people who leave an empty house during the day would seem to be good candidates for reducing energy costs under RRTP.”
Just how does Real Time Pricing work?  According to Evanston Environmental Association Board member Rick Nelson, “most of us are charged for our energy use by ComEd under a standard fixed-price rate, regardless of the time of day that we as customers use energy to run our home appliances.  With the RRTP program, customers pay lower prices for electricity during off-peak hours, such as nights and weekends, and throughout the day in the fall, winter, and spring.”  Nelson went on to say that “for example, in the summer time, ComEd’s peak hours are usually on warmer afternoons when demand is highest and electricity costs are usually much higher.  So by shifting our use of power-hungry appliances, such as washers and dryers, to off-peak, lower-priced energy hours we maximize our potential savings on our monthly energy costs.”

CNT Energy’s Haeg summed it up:  “Consumers can save on their energy costs by being smart about how much electricity they use and when they use it.”  The RRTP program helps consumers manage their electricity use by alerting them via text message, phone call, or email when prices will be high (10 cents or 14 cents per kilowatt hour) and encourages them to shift use of their appliances to off-peak energy periods.
The program also has credible environmental benefits.  By controlling and shifting their use of electricity to lower-priced, off-peak hours, RRTP participants help reduce electricity demand during peak times that can require greater use of older, less efficient power generation facilities than needed during off-peak time periods.  In this way, Real Time Pricing participants help reduce the release of emissions that contribute to global warming.
To be a good candidate for the program consumers should have an average energy bill more than $40 per month, be able to shift use of their larger appliances to off-peak hours, heat their homes with natural gas, and remain in the program for one year.  Haeg urges everyone who answers “yes’ to these questions to simply visit www.theWattSpot.com or call 1-877-wattspot for more information and to enroll in the Real Time Pricing program.
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